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icarp ii: the second international conference on arctic research planning – 

A big success

ICARP II is a major Arctic research planning process that has already been ongoing for 18 months and whose goal is to prepare Arctic research plans to guide international cooperation over the next 10 – 15 years.

The first step was to solicit proposals for forward-looking Arctic research themes from the Arctic science community. About 60 proposals were received, and thereafter clustered into 11 broad themes. International working groups were appointed for each theme and tasked to draft research plans on a well focused key issue within the themes.

As IPY and other related planning initiatives were underway, special efforts were needed to ensure good coordination and comple-mentarity between themes.

The ICARP II Conference was held in Copenhagen, Denmark 10 – 12 November 2005 and attracted more than 420 participants. The main task for these participants was to review and improve the draft research plans both from a scientific point of view, and/or as seen from a user perspective.  

The Conference Report will be available prior to the ASSW 2006 (ASSW: Arctic Science Summit Week) and is likely to become an important source for major Arctic international research projects. The Report as such will constitute the end of the first phase, whereas the ultimate goal is to create new Arctic knowledge by implementing these research plans through a number of Project Groups.
IASC and partners are expected to take on the implementation responsibility.

The ICARP II process leads up to plans for the next decade and consequently a special effort was made to attract and involve young scientists both through ICARP II scholarships and through the IASC Young Scientist support system.

The general opinion in Copenhagen was: Interesting and fascinating – we look forward to taking part in the implementation!

Special thanks are extended to all involved in making this big event a reality – none mentioned and none forgotten.

new iasc executive secretary

We are very pleased to warmly welcome Dr Volker Rachold as the new Executive Secretary of IASC, effective from 1 January 2006.

Dr Rachold obtained his PhD in geochemistry from the University of Göttingen (Germany) in 1994 and following that worked for eleven years with the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research in Potsdam and Bremerhaven (Germany).

Dr Rachold’s research back-ground is focused on arctic land-ocean interactions and their links to climate change. He has extensive field experience in the Siberian Arctic and he was the expedition leader of eight land- and ship-based Russian-German expeditions to Siberian rivers, the river deltas, and the coastal and shelf regions.

For the past five years, Dr Rachold’s research activities have concentrated on arctic coastal processes with a focus on the dynamics of permafrost coasts. As the leader of the IASC project Arctic Coastal Dynamics (ACD) he managed an international, multidisciplinary circum-arctic coastal research programme. Dr Rachold’s active involvement in arctic research planning includes chairing the Arctic Coastal Processes Working Group of the 2nd International Conference on Arctic Research Planning (ICARP II) and the Coastal and Offshore Permafrost Working Group of the International Permafrost Association (IPA).

iasc secretariat moves to stockholm

The IASC Secretariat will move from Oslo to Stockholm at the beginning of January 2006. The new IASC Secretariat will be hosted by the Swedish Polar Research Secretariat with the generous support of the Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.

The Swedish Polar Research Secretariat (SPRS) is a governmental agency with the task of planning and coordination of Swedish research activities in the Arctic and Antarctic.

Professor Anders Karlqvist, the Director of SPRS, was one of the founding fathers of IASC, and will undoubtedly give a warm welcome to Dr Volker Rachold, the new IASC Executive Secretary, and his staff.

assw 2006

Since 1999 the Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) has become an annual event organised by major international Arctic research organisations together with the host country.

The ASSW 2006 will be held from 22 – 29 March 2006 in Potsdam, Germany. 

Two institutions will be responsible for organising this event: The IPEV (Institut Polaire Français – Paul Emil Victor) and AWI (Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research).

Several important issues (such as follow-up to ICARP II and IPY) are likely to be on the agenda.

The ASSW 2006 website has already been on the air for a while. You are invited to visit and monitor it in the months to come:

http://www.assw2006.de
the new iasc agenda

IASC has been a useful tool in initiating and implementing circumarctic research projects. The proposals coming from ICARP I constituted a significant part of our research agenda for a period of time, and most of them have been implemented and are now coming to an end. Additional proposals are regularly received and undergo an internal evaluation process, the main criteria being that the proposal should be attractive to a majority of our members.

However, with the ICARP II ongoing and the forthcoming IPY, IASC has put new projects on hold, as well as combining further planning of some projects with ICARP II and coordinating with IPY.

In 2006, IASC must agree on a new research portfolio. The input will come from the planning process mentioned above, and new international project groups will be appointed. The process leading from proposals to implementation (and the IASC role in it) is described under “the IASC Mechanism” on our web- site.

ipy: the inter-national polar year 2007 – 2008

The first deadline for submitting IPY full proposals was 31 June 2005. Earlier there was a process for submitting “Expressions of Intent” (EoI). These pre-proposals were thereafter clustered and those involved were encouraged to form groups to submit full proposals involving several EoIs.

Approximately 120 full proposals were submitted by the end of June and these have undergone a review by the IPY Joint Committee using the criteria agreed in the IPY planning document.

The second deadline for submitting proposals was 30 September, and a third deadline will be 16 January.

IASC project groups have been encouraged to submit proposals, and several of them have done so. Such proposals are a very practical way of ensuring good coordination, and as some countries offer special IPY funds there is also a funding reason.

In general IPY proposals comprise a mixture, ranging from individual proposals studying a local phenomenon to good circum-arctic proposals meeting all the IPY criteria.  However, there are relatively few proposals living up to the inspiring vision of the first Polar Year. You will find more information about the previous polar years, as well as current proposals (and deadlines) on the IPY website at:

http://www.ipy.org
acia

The completion of the Scientific Report was delayed for almost a year. However this report was printed at the end of October this year and is now under distribution. 

The popular version “Impacts of a Warming Arctic” which is a 140 page synthesis report of ACIA was available a year ago.

Nevertheless, the full report is the real source and should at least be consulted by scientists.

Having a printed report is practical, however all ACIA reports are available electronically on the ACIA website at:

http://www.acia.uaf.edu
Follow-up

Our ACIA-partner – the Arctic Council – is in the process of planning follow-on activities within the Arctic Council and with other organisations, including IASC.

They have established an ACIA Focal Point consisting of the chairs of the AC working groups and IASC. The intention is to expand this group. In order to establish better contact with the science community, they plan on organising an ACIA Open Forum during the Arctic Science Summit Week 2006 in Potsdam. 

isira: the international science initiative in the russian arctic

ISIRA was launched in 1992, the main intention being to improve East-West cooperation, doing so by focussing on the needs and priorities of the Russian Arctic. After decades of Cold War there were several obstacles to be overcome (language, cultural, funding, etc.). However, this cooperation gradually developed, starting with small groups and growing to regular cooperative projects. Today, ISIRA is a forum for Russia and those countries having bilateral projects in the Russian Arctic.

The Russian North offers a wide variety for Arctic research both regarding natural phenomena and systems as well as human and social science research.  After some years of turbulence, the possibilities for Russian science have “stabilised”.

The ISIRA Group meets once a year, and their website is found at: http://www.iasc.no/isira 

In addition to general information about the Russian Arctic, you will also find information about several hundreds of ongoing bilateral projects. 

The new Chair of the ISIRA Group is: Prof. Arkady Tishkov, Institute of Geography (RAS), Moscow, Russia. 

Arctic Internet

The IASC Web Site is found at:

http://www.iasc.no/ 

Arctic web sites are so numerous, that we do not intend to cover them all. However, we select a few sites in every issue of IASC Progress to remind readers about 


the wealth of information available on the Internet. 

If you are looking for a guide to polar web sites, you may try 
Polar Pointers at:

http://www.bprc.mps.ohio.state.
edu/polarpointers/PolarPointers.
html       

· ACIA: Arctic Climate Impact Assessment
All ACIA reports are now available electronically, i.e. by visiting the ACIA website at:

http://www.acia.uaf.ed
you will easily access all material. We specially recommend the ACIA Scientific Report, the basis for the assessment.

· Permafrost terms – Multi-Language Glossary

In 1988 the International Permafrost Association (IPA) established a Terminology Working Group to develop a set of internationally accepted permafrost terms. The US National Snow and Ice Data Center (NSIDC) has now made an electronic version available at: http://nsidc.org/fgdc/glossary The languages covered are: Chinese English, French, German, Icelandic, Italian, Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Spanish and Swedish
· Bilateral research projects in the Russian Arctic
Are you interested in doing research in the Russian Arctic? Then you need to know what is ongoing and some basic information. A good start is to visit: http://www.iasc.no/isira 
· Arctic Funding Guide
For implementing research plans, achieving funding is a basic requirement (“a plan without funding is only a dream!). You may not find the 


answers to all your funding needs by visiting our website (www.iasc.no) and click on “IASC’s Arctic Funding Guide”, however, it can be a very good start. 
· Climate Change in the Arctic
The Danish Polar Center has produced a new website on this theme for the Danish Environmental Protection Agency. It is intended for high-school students and the general public.
The website is available at: http://www.dpc.dk/acia   

· Nunavut Environmental Database (NED)
NED contains descriptions of more than 18.700 publications and research projects about the Canadian territory of Nunavut and adjacent marine areas. NED covers all subjects, not just the environment. An inspiration for other Arctic areas, see: http://ned.nunavut.ca  

· Sea Ice Mass Budget of the Arctic (SIMBA)
The SIMBA workshop was held earlier this year in Seattle. The report from this workshop is now available at: http://www.iarc.uaf.edu/workshops/SIMBA_2005/index.php 
· Zackenberg Basic Monitoring Program in Northeast Greenland 
This programme has been ongoing for 10 years, and the data is available at http://www.zackenberg.dk/data.htm:

· “All About Sea Ice”
This new website is produced by the US National Snow and Ice Data Center.
Arctic sea ice is “hot stuff”, so take a look at: http://nsidc.org/seaice  

SAM -
Survey of Arctic Meetings

SAM contains concise informa​tion about arctic meetings as far into the future as we have received information, and may be 

found on Internet at the following address: 

http://www.iasc.no/samtext.htm  


We welcome contributions to SAM. Information may be sent to the IASC Secretariat stating:

· Title

· Time and place

· Contact/organiser’s name, 
address, fax

· Optional subtitle, or one short sentence explaining the main purpose, if the title does not give sufficient information.

· If the meeting is closed, the phrase by invitation only should be added. 




Workshop on the Mass Budget of Arctic Glaciers

30 January – 3 February 2006, Universitätszentrum, Obergurgl, Austria

Contact: Carleen Tijm-Reijmer: e-mail c.h.tijm-reijmer@phys.uu.nl
Images of the North

24 – 26 February 2006, Reykjavik, Iceland

Contact Olof Sigfusdottir, e-mail: olof@akademia.is 

Further information on the website: http://www.akademia.is/imagesofthenorth/NORTHWORKSHOP/INDEX.htm 

Northern Development/Remote Regions Session Western Regional Science Association 45th Annual Meeting

22 – 25 February 2006, Santa Fe, New Mexico




Further information on the website: 

http://www.u.arizona.edu/~plane/wrsa.html 
Arctic Science Summit Week

22 – 29 March, 2006, Potsdam, Germany

For further information see the website: http://www.assw2006.de 

International Conference on Alpine and Polar Microbiology

27 - 30 March 2006, Innsbruck, Austria

For further information please to go to the website: http://www.alpine-polar-microbiology2006.at/ 

13th International Symposium on Polar Science

9 – 11 May 2006, Seoul, Korea

Conference Website: http://www.kpori.re.kr/english/sympo/index.htm 

our thanks

Any organisation should change the daily leader from time to time and bring in fresh eyes to see other opportunities or better ways of solving problems.  A few years ago the outgoing IASC Executive Secretary made a decision to “fire himself” and at long last this plan has succeeded!

Since 1990 it has been our challenge and inspiration to serve the international Arctic science community. Our challenge began with the IASC Founding Articles and continued by being involved in helping to build a vital, international organisation. The IASC planning process opened up circumarctic cooperation, and several organisations followed in our footsteps.  It has been a pleasure to help in furthering new initiatives, which were often followed by adjustments in our own mission. Along the way we have been inspired by many creative and knowledgeable people, who saw new opportunities and possessed the energy and vision to move them forward. Working with committed and enthusiastic colleagues is a reward in itself and we have felt privileged to have had this opportunity in our lives. 

Our simple philosophy has been “to solve problems, not create them” and the feedback received over the years indicates that our philosophy has been right. 

IASC is now in the stage of renewing itself, not only by relocating to another country, but doing so with fresh “eyes” in place  Steps have been taken to make this transition as smooth as possible and we are confident that the new staff members are highly qualified, dedicated and ready to meet the challenges which lie ahead. 

We wish them and everyone in IASC well, and will look back on our time within 
the arctic science community with gratitude

Margaret and Odd
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